Air Force Academy Appointee Information


Air Force Academy Appointee Information
PRIOR TO IN-PROCESSING

· Drink plenty of water.  The elevation at the Academy is over 7,100 feet so you will become dehydrated very quickly.  Dehydration adds to the effects of “altitude sickness”, and you’ll need all of the strength you can get!
· Keep up with your physical conditioning, especially running.

· You should have obtained your boots by now.  Do a good job of breaking them in!  Some suggestions we’ve heard include standing in the shower with the boots on and then walking them dry!  Wear them as much as you can before you report for in-processing.

· If your family will be coming with you, make motel/hotel reservations now.  Don’t wait!

IN-PROCESSING – June 29, 2006

· Bible with a cover to keep pictures, stamps, money, phone card, or mementos. 

· Phone card – take a card to use at Doolie Day Out and other opportunities to call home.

· Drivers License – Appointees and those visiting the Academy will need to carry a picture ID with them at all times.

· Cash – Take about $25.

· What to wear?  Simple, plain shirts (no writing, logos, etc.), jeans or shorts, comfortable shoes.  The idea is to not draw undue attention to yourself.

· Cadets are not allowed to have cellular phones until after completing BCT.  If you bring a cell phone to in-processing it will be secured for the duration of BCT.  We suggest that the parents either ship it to you after BCT ends, or bring it to you during Parents Weekend.  Be aware that driving while using a cell phone is not permitted on the Academy grounds.  The Academy’s Security Forces will stop and ticket drivers who are using a phone while driving.  If you need to make a call, either pull over and stop while doing so, or have someone else in the car make the call while you focus on your driving!

KNOW RESPONSES AHEAD OF TIME:
	· Yes, sir
	· No, sir

	· Sir, may I ask a question?
	· Sir, may I make a statement?

	· Sir, I do not understand.
	· Sir, I do not know.

	· No excuse, sir.
	


(Use gender appropriate addresses, i.e., ma’am if addressing a female)

LETTERS TO CADETS DURING BASIC TRAINING (BCT)

· Use plain, white envelopes with no stickers or funny sayings on the envelopes

· No postcards – they’re too easy for others to read

· Use plain stamps or Air Force or flag stamps.  

· Write often, preferably every day.  However, understand that mail may not be delivered each day to your Cadet.

· It is NOT suggested that you send anything in the letters like gum or candy.  You don’t want to give the training Cadre a reason to become verbal.
· Do NOT send packages during BCT.  Only send packages after Acceptance Day which marks the end of Basic Cadet Training.
Address your envelopes as follows:

Basic Cadet (First Name) (Last Name)

P.O. Box _ _ _ _ 

USAFA, CO  80841-_ _ _ _

After Acceptance, “Basic Cadet” should be changed to “C4C” (Cadet 4th Class), or simply “Cadet”.
Address for Package shipment (After BCT has ended) is:

Cadet (First Name) (Last Name)
2302 Cadet Drive, P.O. Box _ _ _ _
USAF Academy, CO  80840-_ _ _ _
REPORT TO DOOLITTLE HALL – June 29th, 2006
You will have been given the times by the Academy.  The general rule of thumb is to get there in the middle of the morning.

A tent will be set up outside of the building.  Go into the tent area and an AFA official will greet you.  At the completion of the briefing you may enter Doolittle Hall.  
Inside Doolittle Hall Chaplains and other officials from the AOG (Association of Graduates), Athletic Reps, Colorado Parents Club members, etc., will be available to answer any questions you may have.  Tables and booths will be set up on both sides of the hall.  Be sure to take the time to get a new banking relationship established for your Cadet.  Representatives from financial institutions will also be available.  Feel free to walk around and visit with other families.  Some of the information that you may want includes Parent Information Guides, Academic year calendars, sign-up information for FAMNET, Academy Spirit newspaper, and the Colorado Springs Gazette newspaper.  It’s important for you to find out which flight and squadron number your Cadet will be assigned to,  This is especially important if you will be staying for the swearing in ceremony the next day because after the haircuts are completed, you won’t know where to look for your son or daughter within the formation of Cadets.
Appointees head upstairs for in-processing.  Take your drivers license and any other paperwork you have been instructed to bring with you.  Once the appointee goes up the stairs, there will be no further contact with their families, so take the time to wish each other well and give hugs all around.  Appointees may be upstairs for an hour or more, so be patient.  They will come down the opposite staircase that they went up.  At this time, you may go outside Doolittle Hall to watch the appointees cross the bridge and board the busses, and/or go to the Chapel Wall to watch other appointees/basics march up the ramp and march to various stations.

SWEARING-IN CEREMONY – June 30, 2006

The Appointees are usually “officially” sworn in the night before, but “ceremonially” sworn in during this ceremony.  Be at the Chapel Wall EARLY - about 7:00 A.M.  The crowd will be large and you’ll want to have a good vantage point.  Cadets will march in according to their flight numbers.  Swearing in will occur in front of the Chapel Wall on the Terrazzo.  Parents cannot go on the Terrazzo.   Be sure to bring cameras, binoculars, and a brimmed hat or visor.

TOLL FREE NUMBERS AND PHONE CARDS

Most long distance companies have an “800” number option which allows Basic Cadets to call home quickly if they happen to be close to a phone.  A better alternative is to provide the Basic with a phone card.

SPONSOR FAMILIES

Every Basic will be assigned a Sponsor family as a host on Doolie Day Out.  Sponsor families can be a wonderful support to the Cadets and their family.  Some Sponsor families work out and some don’t, but the Sponsorship Office will do everything they can to ensure the relationship is a good match.

DOOLIE DAY OUT - __________________

Expect a phone call from your son or daughter as Cadets are always allowed a single call.  However, there’s no way of knowing exactly when the call will be made.  It’s a good idea to keep your phone line open during the day because you don’t want to miss speaking with your son or daughter.  Cadets are not allowed to have  cellular phones until after completing BCT.  If your Cadet brings a cell phone to in-processing it will be secured for the duration of BCT. 

MARCH TO JACK’S VALLEY – July 21st (tentative)
The Jack’s Valley experience is the second half of Basic Cadet Training.  It’s commonly referred to as “Beast II”.  Jack’s involves less classroom work and information and more “hands-on” experience with military field training.  The cadets will live in tents and test their physical limits.

ACCEPTANCE DAY PARADE – August 8th (tentative)
Marking the end of Basic Cadet Training, the Acceptance Day Parade occurs on the parade grounds.  While BCT-II is finishing up, the first, second and third class Cadets are returning to the Academy.  This parade is the official “acceptance” of the Basic Cadets into the Wing.  After Acceptance, a Cadet is no longer referred to as “Basic” Cadet.  (S)he is now simply referred to as “Cadet”.   In addition, the mailing address changes to “C4C” which stands for “Cadet 4th Class”, or simply “Cadet”.  It’s a wonderful ceremony and we urge you to attend.  If you go, there are a few things to remember.

· Get to the Parade Field early

· Wear Sunscreen

· Squadron locations on the field will be posted with metal flag markers.

· Pack coolers with food and drink.

· If you’re not used to higher altitudes, stay well hydrated and bring some Tylenol or Ibuprofen with you.

· Take cameras and binoculars.

After the parade, your son or daughter’s squadron will be somewhere on the Terrazzo where they will receive their shoulder boards.  It may take awhile to find their squadron so be persistent.  Many parents go onto the Terrazzo to take pictures.  In the past, this is one occasion where the Cadre will not chase visitors off, but further information will be forthcoming as its made available by the Academy.

After Cadets receive their shoulder boards, some of the squadrons will dismiss them for an hour or more.  Let your son or daughter know where you will wait for them in case they are dismissed and you have a chance to visit with them.  Again, information about what will be allowed this year should be forthcoming from the Academy.

COMPUTERS, PRINTERS & EMAIL ADDRESSES

Cadets generally receive their computers during Acceptance weekend, tentatively scheduled for August 8th.   (S)he will shortly thereafter have access to Email and should send you a message.  You can then capture your son or daughters address in your email software address book.
Each squadron has a laser printer, but they are in high demand so we suggest you explore purchasing a printer for your Cadets’ personal in-room use.  Some people go with inexpensive Laser printers (if there is such a thing), and others go with ink-jets.  It’s a good idea to get a printer that’s multi-function that will also handle faxing and scanning.  We suggest that you bring it with you during Parents Weekend or shop for it with your Cadet at that time.
PARENTS’ WEEKEND – September 1st – 4th 
September 1st - Meet your Cadet and attend classes.  Only two individuals and the Cadet are allowed to attend classes.  Your Cadet will know the rules so don’t put him/her in a bad position.  Help him/her abide by the directives they’ve been given.  Also, the Cadet usually must escort the visitors while on Academy grounds.  You cannot split away from your Cadet and go separate directions.
Your Cadets squadron may have an open house in the late afternoon.  Check with your Cadet.

You may also be allowed to have lunch with your Cadet in Mitch’s.  Check with your Cadet about this as well.

Generally the Academy sends a pretty complete mailing to Parents about the events, timelines, and rules for Parents Weekend, so watch your mail!

GIFT SHOP DISCOUNTS FOR CADET PARENTS

The manager of the Academy Gift Shops (at the Visitors Center and the Field House) offer a 10% discount on all merchandise to Cadet parents.  It’s available year ‘round.

SCHEDULE DATES FOR 2006 – 2007

June 24th MTI Training Instructors Arrive

June 28th BCT Kick-Off Dinner for Training Instructors

June 29th 
Class of 2010 In-Processing, BCT Begins
June 30th 
Class of 2010 Swearing-In ceremony

July 15th Field Day & Cadet Change of Command
July 16th Doolie Day  & Third Summer Period begins
July 21st (tentative) March to Jacks Valley for Basic Cadets

July 31st March out of Jacks Valley & Media Day

August 3rd (tentative) Warrior Run, Return from Jacks Valley

August 5th Basic Cadet Training ends, Cadet Wing Returns, Chaplains Picnic.  Warrior Run/ Ceremony / Dinner
August 6th MTI Training Instructors leave

August 8th (tentative) Acceptance Parade

August 9th (tentative) First day of Fall semester

September 1st – 4th 
Parents’ Weekend (all cadets except “Firsties” must return by 7:00 P.M. on the __.  Firsties need to be back by 10:30 P.M.)

October 9th Columbus Day holiday.  No classes.
November 18th – 21st Class of 2010 Commandants Challenge

November 22nd – 26th Thanksgiving break (Cadets released LMD Nov. 21st)
Final Exam week

Winter break

First day of Spring semester

Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday.  No classes.

Presidents’ Day holiday.  No classes.

Spring Break.

Final Exams

Class of 2007 Graduation
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